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Teaching for the Anthropocene 
 The troubled age we live in, now called by many the Anthropocene, calls for a new way of 
conceiving our ways of attending and responding to global climate and political imbalance. It also 
implies a need to transcend modes of disciplinary thinking that distinctly separate nature and 
culture: that science can exist without ethics, or that our politics can understand the world 
without science. I have the online tools and frameworks that students need to become the 
compassionate, critical and ecologically minded students prepared to face these worldly changes 
with courage. 

 My study of nearly twenty years in Aikido, the Japanese martial art of reconciliation, has 
taught me that teaching is fundamentally about making connections. The Anthropocene has 
brought a marvelous benefit in the internet revolution as well as challenges to our practices of 
media connections and education. We now have an opportunity to mirror those necessary 
changes in our teaching; our venue is different, but our capacitance for online learning is great. As 
a digital native and online educator, my role is to bring excellence and presence from behind the 
screen to facilitate online connections that enrich and allow the community to teach each other 
and transform their understanding together.  

Teaching Interdisciplinarily 
 I intend to bring this interdisciplinary experience to the teaching of science so that the 
humanities and robust communicative techniques become more intrinsically included and 
understood. The sciences cannot go as far without the humanities; if they seem to have gone far, 
think of how farther still they must go to repair our too fractured world. Critical thinking should 
be commensurate with sensitive and responsive thinking. Social and environmental justice, ethics 
and politics are not (and should not) be devoid of scientific understanding, and the opposite for 
science learners should be no different. I have drawn these frameworks from my research of 
Bruno Latour and Alfred North Whitehead, both paramount thinkers in reconceptualizing the 
paradigms of science and technology, and they help me navigate that interdisciplinary network. 

 My portfolio of learning activities go beyond online discussion and essay writing. As an 
interdisciplinarian with experience in research and analytical chemistry, English Language 
Learner instruction, environmental philosophy, writing intensive courses, and the studio 
pedagogy of writing center consulting, I plan a varied online course offering. These activities 
include interdisciplinary role-playing, understanding the importance of peer-review by engaging 
in the peer-review process, and contemplative workshops to empower creativity and non-fiction 
writing. I know my role as the facilitator is working when students bring novel ideas into 
discussion, teach and create with each other, and generate passion for their learning and project 
endeavors. 

Building Resilient, Responsive and Sensitive Learning 
 Connection with my students, sensitivity to their learning process, and dynamic written 
and multi-media feedback is the key to flexible and engaging online learning environments. These 
also happen to be the best ways I know to prepare students to foster connection to land, resilient 
communities, and the necessary understanding of political ecology to repair the Anthropocenic 
rifts we face. 


